ELIZABETH
and one could see the whole of her bosom, and passing
low, and often she would open the front of this robe with
her hands as if she was too hot. The collar of the robe
was very high, and the lining of the inner part all adorned
with little pendants of rubies and pearls, very many, but
quite small. She had also a chain of rubies and pearls
about her neck. On her head she wore a garland of
the same material and beneath it a great reddish-
coloured wig, with a great number of spangles of gold
and silver, and hanging down over her forehead some
pearls, but of no great worth. On either side of her
ears hung two great curls of hair, almost down to her
shoulders and within the collar of her robe, spangled as
the top of her head. Her bosom is somewhat wrinkled
as well as one can see for the collar that she wears
round her neck, but lower down her flesh is exceeding
white and delicate, so far as one could see.
" As for her face, it is, and appears to be, very aged.
It is long and thin, and her teeth are very yellow and
unequal, compared with what they were formerly, so
they say, and on the left side less than on the right.
Many of them are missing, so that one cannot under-
stand her easily when she speaks quickly. Her figure
is fair and tall and graceful in whatever she does; so
far as may be she keeps her dignity, yet humbly and
graciously withal."
Of her vanity much has been written, and to the last
year of her life she affected a greed for compliment and a
liveliness more becoming to a young girl. When in 1601
the Duke Orsino Brachiano came to visit her, she danced
before him, for she would have all men know her pro-
ficiency in that art; as also in her music, so that her courtiers
took care that foreign ambassadors should, as it were, surprise
her when playing upon the virginals. At another time when
the young Duke of Stettin Pomerania visited the court, to
impress him with her might she ordered some of her
Councillors to approach, and they were obliged to remain
on their knees all the while she spoke to them. She sent
word also that the Duke might kiss her hand, but he was
so great a booby, or so overawed by her majesty, that he
dared not appear before her.
She loved flattery always, but was not always deceived
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